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1973 ~What was the world like?

hen a new
teacher first
steps into a
classroom,
they rarely consider what
that classroom or the educa-
tional realm or the world
may like twenty or thirty
years from that day. Usually
they are just hoping to sur-
vive that day, that week or
that month! However, soon
each day slides into each
week, each week into each
month, each month into each
year and before one knows
it—retirement is nearly upon
one. Looking back over all
those years—the change is
evident. Wouldn’t it be an
interesting assignment for
every new teacher, or every
teacher for that matter, to
predict what the world
would be like twenty to
thirty years from now?

So what was the
world like back in the early
1973? Here are just a few
glimpses......

EDUCATION IN NYS

In 1971, the NYS Legisla-
ture passed a series of bills
which eroded teacher rights,
increased probation, elimi-
nated minimum salaries and
sabbaticals. In 1972, New
York State United Teachers
was formed from the New
York State Teachers Asso-
ciation and the United
Teachers of New York.
This formed the largest em-
ployee organization in New
York State. Teachers no had
the power to improve the
quality of education for

every child and raise the
status of the teaching profes-
sion. Today, NYSUT is the
largest union in the state
with about 440,000 mem-
bers and has the second larg-
est PAC organization thanks
to those members contribu-
tions to VOTE/Cope.

IN THE US:
Population :
212,000,000
Unemployed:
5.6%

National Debt:
$466 Billion

Ave. Salary:

$10, 500

New Home Cost:
$35,500

Gas:

.39 agallon

Food Costs:

Milk -.$1.33 a gallon,
Bread - .24 a loaf
Steak- $1.30 per pound
Life Expectancy:
Male 67.1 years
Female 74.8 years
IN THE NEWS:

Richard Nixon was presi-
dent. Watergate hearings
begin.

Direct involvement in Viet-
nam ended, Cambodia was
still bombed in effort to get
back POW’s

The global energy crisis
emerged. OPEC imposes oil
embargo

US and Cuba sign anti-
hijack pact

Syria and Egypt attack Israel
on Yom Kippur

The World Trade Center in
NYC was completed.

Sears Tower in Chicago
built

Acrtist who defined the 20th
century, Pablo Picasso died

Roe vs. Wade legalizes
abortion

Elvis grants Priscilla a di-
vorce

Pet Rocks are a fad
ENTERTAINMENT:
Movies:

The Sting, The Exorcist, ,
American Graffiti

Music:

Crocodile Rock, Bad, Bad
Leroy Brown, Midnight
Train to Georgia, Killing Me
Softly with His Song

TV:

All in the Family, The
Walton's, Sanford and Son,
and M*A*S*H

SPORTS:

Super bowl VIII: MIAMI
Pro MVP: OJ Simpson
NBA: NEW YORK
World Series: Oakland A’s

~ Patti Lunden, Editor

Sources: www.nysut.org,
wwwI970sflashback.com.
www.kclibrary.nhmccd.edu
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Maybrook Elementary School Will Miss Jan Borland

aybrook Elementary

School will be bid-

ding a fond, but sad,

farewell to Jan Bor-
land this June. Jan has decided that
now is her opportunity to spend
more time with her husband, John
and their sons, Steven and Matt. We
will miss her presence in our
school. Besides being a wonderful
person and a pleasure to work with,
Jan has been our reading resource.
She has always been ready to go the
extra mile to help anyone, children
or staff, in any way she can.

Jan grew up in Montgom-
ery, and after going through Valley
Central schools, continued her edu-
cation at SUNY Cortland. Her de-
cision to be a teacher must have
been influenced by her always be-
ing around children. She is the old-
est of seven children in her own
family, but also liked working with
kids at day camps during her sum-
mer vacations and enjoyed seeing
them learn. After receiving her BA
in Education, Jan then went to Syra-
cuse University and received her
MS in Education.

Jan was first employed as a
third grade teacher in Coxsackie,
NY. The she taught Reading Im-
provement at Oak Grove Elemen-
tary in the Wappingers Falls School
District. In 1978, she came “home”
to Valley Central and substituted in
the elementary schools, and in 1979
she began teaching Remedial Read-
ing part time in the Valley Central
Middle School. This gradually in-
creased to a full time position. In
1994, Jan received her training in
Reading Recovery from New York
University. She then worked her
half time in Walden Elementary
School and half time in the middle
school. Finally, 1997 brought Jan
to Maybrook Elementary School
(what a blessing for us!) as our full
time Reading Recovery and Reme-
dial Reading teacher. She is our

reading expert! We all value her
knowledge and expertise in reading
and language arts.

Jan’s
commitment to her
profession is not
limited to the chil-
dren. She has
done valuable in-
service work with
Maybrook’s staff
on guided reading,
DRA training, and |
has done co-
teaching on the
district level as
well. Parents have
benefited from
workshops pre-
sented by Jan and
her co-worker,
Chris Holloway.
Jan applied for and
received a grant
from McDonald’s
which provided the
funding for four Parent/Child
Learning Nights, which Jan organ-
ized and taught. Through Jan’s ef-
forts more workshops have been
provided through a Mobil Grant. In
addition to these, Jan has made time
to be a member of our school’s
Child Study Team and Principal’s
Council. She is also a member of
the Amy Bull Crist Reading Coun-
cil. Jan has been Maybrook’s or-
ganizer and one the of the
“counselors” at our annual Camp
Read-A-Lot evenings for second
and third graders, and also sends out
the information for our summer
school and summer reading incen-
tive programs.

When asked what she
would miss, Jan’s response was that
she would miss the great people she
has worked with through the years
and also the eager faces of the chil-
dren. She did not mention bus duty,
but whatever she might miss, Jan
has much to look forward to in her

future. She already has an October
trip to Arizona planned. Her
youngest son will be a senior at

== Fairfield Uni-
Seg versity in

‘&~ Connecticut

§ this Septem-
ber and, at
last, when she
will be able to
see some of

: those Friday
B . Cross-

& %= . Country
' meets. Jan is
b 01 working on a
whole list of
Y projects to
keep her oc-
cupied. She
will enjoy

s working

& around their
house at the

§ lake and do-
ing some gar-
dening at home. Last, but not least,
don’t be surprised if you pass a golf
course and hear Jan shouting,
“Fore!” as she has also mentioned
practicing her game.

Jan, as you end your work-
ing years, many new doors will
open for you. You have opened
doors yourself for so many children
by giving them the gift of reading.
This time for YOU is well deserved.
You leave with our admiration, re-
spect, and all of our best wishes for
a happy, healthy, and wonderful
retirement as well.

~Donna Lloyd,
Maybrook Elementary School
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Berea Says Goodbye

building needs a strong

foundation. Education

needs a strong founda-

tion. Mrs. Patricia Dar-
ney has been helping our children at
Berea build the foundation to meet
the challenges that lie ahead.

Mrs. Darney has taught
second grade for many years at
Berea and each year she has put her
students first. Working from early
morning into late evenings planning
and developing her lessons, she has
helped each of her students grow,
stretch and reach their potential.
Mrs. Darney has done what is right
for her students and what is right for
their education. She has done her
best for her students and continues

utting children first has

never been a problem for

Connie DeSantis. After

34 years of teaching, she is
retiring from Valley Central but not
before touching the lives of count-
less children.

Connie grew up in May-
brook and she is a true Valley Cen-
tral native. She attended Maybrook
Elementary School, as well as Val-
ley Central Middle and High

to expect the best from them. Her

second graders have been encourage

and inspired to become careful
thinkers, observers and doers while
learning about words, weights and
worms.
firm basis for future years. Their
foundation is solid.

Thank you, Mrs. Darney.
You have done your job well.

Berea thanks you now and for many

years to come. We wish you a
happy and healthy retirement!

~ Gail Roberto,
Berea Elementary School

School. After graduation, she at-
tended Mount St. Mary College
where she re-
ceived her
Bachelor’s De-
gree. She later
received her
Master’s De-
gree from
SUNY New
Paltz. Connie
has spent all of
her teaching
career in Valley Central. She has
been going to Valley Central
schools for fifty years of her life!

She worked as a middle
school English teacher for seven
years before transferring to Walden
Elementary School. Here she
taught fourth grade for seven years
before making a change to third
grade. Recognizing a good thing
when she saw it, she stayed in this
position until the present time.

Connie is an enthusiastic,
innovative and creative teacher, all

Indeed, her students have a

What you hear and what you

see in Connie’s classes are

happy children who feel

special...

this and a great sense of humor, too!

You can walk by Connie’s room at
any time of day and be
treated to the sound of
children’s laughter, or the
voice of their teacher un-
expectedly breaking into
song. What you hear and
what you see in Connie’s
classes are happy chil-
dren who feel special.
She has a way of bring-
ing out the “hidden” potential of
each child, and the children blos-
som in her class. In addition to aca-
demics, Connie teachers her class to
be kind, generous and truthful,
which are not really “learning stan-
dards”, but intangibles that inspire
students to reach their highest po-
tential. It is evident that Connie
cares deeply for her students, and
they love and respect her.

Connie is not only a
“master teacher” but a productive
and giving member of the VC com
( continued on page four)
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Patricia Depew, HS Principal’s Secretary to Retire

atty Depew was born in

Newburgh, NY and gradu-

ated Newburgh Free Acad-

emy in 1959. She worked
as a legal secretary for two years
and then went to Orange County
Community College graduating in
1963 with an AAS degree in Secre-
tarial Sciences. Upon graduation
from OCCC she married her high
school sweetheart, Ralph, and
worked as an executive secretary at
IBM, Fishkill until her first child
was born. Ralph and Patty have
lived in the Valley Central School
District for 38 years and their four
children (Maryanne, Ralph 111, Jen-
nifer and Christina) are graduates
of VC. Their daughter, Jennifer
Lynn, is a math teacher at VCHS.
Ralph will enjoy his second retire-
ment (IBM - 1993) on June 30,
when he retires as head custodian at
East Coldenham Elementary
School. She is the proud grand-
mother of Ralph IV, Hannah &
Brendan.

Patty began volunteering in the

PTO at East Colden-
ham in 1969 and con-
tinued to be involved
with each child as
they progressed
through Middle
School and High
School. She was
president of the EC
PTO, Room Mother
numerous times, and
was general chairman
of the annual Hallow-
een Carnival for many
years. At the Middle
School she was an
officer of the Middle
School PTA for sev-
eral years. She was a member of
the VC Scholarship Council for
many, many years and was the Gen-
eral Chairman of the Antique and
Art Show in 1982 and 1988. She
also was the President of the VCSC
for several terms. During this time
Patty was also an Election Inspector
for the VC School District and also
worked as a school census taker.

After retire-
ment in De-
cember, 2003,
Patty plans to
relax and enjoy
her grandchil-
dren. She has
always been
committed to
volunteer work
and plans to re-
volunteer at
her church’s
soup kitchen

| which she had
to stop doing
when she
started work in
the High School Main Office in
1988. Patty and Ralph hope to be
“snow birds” enjoying the warmer
climates during January-March.

Her grandchildren live in the district
and attend East Coldenham (and in
the future Berea). She can see her-
self “coming full circle” and again
doing volunteer work for her grand-
children’s schools. VC School
(continued on page five)
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Connie DeSantis Leaves Valley Central After Fifty Years! (continued from page 3)

munity. In her early years of teach-
ing she was a VCTA rep and
worked on the district newsletter.
She is also a very active member of
the Walden Elementary School
PTO, implementing the Cashola
nights held at many of our local res-
taurants. The money raised by
these events is used for field trips
and special programs for our stu-
dents. Connie is also the coordina-
tor for the Casual Days held
monthly in Walden, which raised
over $14,000 for various local
charities.

Connie looks forward to
retirement as a time to “restore and
recharge.” She plans to do some
traveling and perhaps volunteer

work. She considers herself
“fortunate to work with, and for,
supportive administrators who in-
dulged my whims. For example,
former middle school principal, Mr.
William Cocks, allowed me to be a
faculty room redecorator many
years ago!”

“l don’t consider my teach-
ing colleagues and the wonderful
support staff in the building my co-
workers; rather they are friends
who’ve made my life richer for their
friendship.”

Although Connie will be
missed by the students and faculty
of Valley Central, we hope retire-
ment brings her the time and free-
dom to follow her heart and pursue

new interests. Thank you for your
boundless energy, your sense of hu-
mor, your giving nature and your
dedication to your students. We
wish your retirement to be filled
with beautiful memories and joyful
moments.

~ Barbara Wutch
Walden Elementary School
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Assistant Superintendent Peter Roden Invested 22 Years in VC

eter Roden has been the
Assistant Superintendent
for Business at Valley Cen-
tral working under nine
superintendents over a period of
twenty-two years! In the world of
central office administration, that is
a very long time since most superin-
tendents average 3 to 6 years.

Mr. Roden graduated from
Hunter College in New York City
with a bachelor’s degree having ma-
jored in Accounting and minored in
Education. He received his Mas-
ter’s Degree from Penn State in the
Psychology of Sport. He worked for
five years in the New York City
Schools in the South Bronx and
then worked for seven years in the
Liberty School District. During his
twelve years he taught at the ele-
mentary level teaching grades 4, 5
and 6. He also coached.

While in Liberty, Mr. Ro-
den pursued his certification as a
School District Administrator and
interned with the Business Superin-
tendent in Liberty. In July 1981, he
was hired at Valley Central just as
Dr. Bill Moran was retiring. His
office was in what some of the vet-
eran employees will remember as
the old farm house where central

office was
housed until the
building of the
present admini-
stration build-
ing under the
first Bond pro-
ject. Under his
tenure the Dis-
trict went
through two
major Bond
projects and
many capital
projects. Mr.
Roden has al-
ways had a
vested interest
here as this is his community. Mr.
Roden lives in the district and his
wife, Susan, works in the Middle
School as a guidance counselor.
Their two sons, Casey and Andrew,
went through our schools. Looking
back at his time here he said he has
had many laughs and tears over the
years. He sees his major accom-
plishment here as helping to over-
come the taxpayer association. He
recalled that time period in Valley
Central’s past as “fighting the good
fight” for what was right for chil-
dren.

For twenty-two years, Peter Roden has been
VC’s Assistant Superintendent for Business

The job of the Assistant Superinten-
dent for Business is to manage the
district’s resources. Mr. Roden re-
flected on his many years and the
amount of time thinking about cost
effective ways to provide for the
educational needs of the Valley
Central. As he prepares to leave
his position on June 30th, he is con-
fident that the District is in good
financial shape and the community
seems pleased with the product of
our schools. He noted that the in-
frastructure was also in good shape
and that Valley Central has grown

( continued on page six)

Patricia Depew, HS Principal’s Secretary to Retire (continued from page four)

District has been an integral part of
her life and she has always enjoyed
the people she has met and worked
with in the district.

Patty will be missed for her won-
derful sense of humor. She has a
very fun loving personality exam-
ples of these are as follows:

Mistletoe headband which she wore
religiously (so she could kiss all the
men). Christmas pins all over her
clothes. Christmas lights on her
shoes and her beautiful decorations
of her “beloved” tree in her office.

We always knew what holiday it
was because Patty’s office was
decorated beautifully. We will miss
her “praying” to St. Anthony for
missing objects we all lost and who
by the way always found them for
us. Patty’s office was known for
very specific things such as hugs,
candy and tissues! Her hats, smiles
on a stick and of course the gallery
of pictures of her grandchildren.

Patty has made the job of Principals
Secretary into a position of “good
will ambassador” to all the employ-

ees and students. She was always
there to help people no matter what
there position was and made their
lives a bit easier. Much paper work
always went over her desk from
employees but she never got over-
whelmed by requests. Patty always
kept her calm and was a very pro-
fessional secretary. Have a wonder-
ful retirement Patty and come back
and visit us soon.

~ Lucy Fox, Secretarial Rep.
High School
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Nancy Schmidt Leaves Room 22 after 34 Years

Nancy Schmidt came to Montgom-
ery Elementary School in 1969.
First, as a student teacher in Mrs.
Cadzow’s Room 22, and then sec-
ond with her first teaching experi-
ence in Room 22. Nancy is a gradu-
ate of SUNY New Paltz and re-
ceived her MA from New Paltz and
received her MA from New Paltz in
1970. Her whole teaching career
has been at MES in Room 22,
where Nancy has proved herself to
become one of Valley Central’s
most dedicated, reliable, and out-
standing teachers. This year, 2003,
Nancy was the recipient of the
Dean’s Award in Teaching from
SUNY New Paltz School of Educa-
tion. While at VC, Nancy has
worked with the team teaching pilot
project concerning alternative stu-
dent assessments and taught Span-
ish options. Nancy spent many
summers helping BOCES write cur-
riculum for all Orange County
schools.

Nancy has always been a
leader in the classroom. Here
classes were known for their writing
skills, and theater productions. We,
at Montgomery Elementary School,
will remember her plays, Cinder-
ella, Alice in Wonderland and It’s a

Trial just to mention a few. Nancy
must have had some grease paint in
her blood for her singing the Wed-
ding Song and who could forget

Mickey and Chorus Line?

exercising, Mohonk, the outdoors,

and traveling. Nancy could always
find the great places in the country
to explore and learn to love.

We all know

And of course, Nancy al-
ways made sure all the
children in the fifth grade
knew all their lines for
Fifth Grade Graduation.

Mrs. Schmidt
was a building representa-
tive from Montgomery on
the VCTA Executive
Council. She was the
treasurer of the MES PTA

e
e S

about her gardening
skills. Nancy, with
Steve’s help, came to
Montgomery Elementary
School to improve the
planting in front of our
building. Her garden at
home will someday soon
be pictured in Better
Homes and Gardens.

and was named a Life
Member of the MES PTA in 1984.

Besides working tirelessly
for the past 30 plus years in Mont-
gomery, Nancy has volunteered at
the Highland School for Boys, Ar-
den Hill Hospital, and teaching at
the Wallkill Prison. She tutors stu-
dents and helps those in need. Mrs.
Schmidt has been a social commit-
tee member and a leader in all re-
tirement parties in Montgomery.

Now that Nancy is leaving
her first profession she will have
time to enjoy the other loves in her
life. Nancy enjoys walking, hiking,

Nancy is a true
friend and excellent
teacher and someone who could
always be counted on. She will
truly be missed.

~ Toni Sperry,
Montgomery Elementary School

Assistant Superintendent Peter Roden Invested 22 Years in VC (continued from page 5)

with technology. He said he will
miss the people of Valley Central,
especially the Business Office staff,
Nancy Conroy, Polly Coniglio,
Judy Lozier and Jan Phelps, all of
whom he credits with the smooth
operation of that office.

The first thing Mr. Roden
looks forward to in retirement is
understanding a new schedule since
for fifty years he has operated on a
school schedule. He looks forward
to letting the schedule go. He also
appreciates the opportunity our pro-
fession provides in letting us retire

young enough to pursue other en-
deavors. His first endeavor follow-
ing retirement will be to help transi-
tion the new Assistant Superinten-
dent, so while he may be officially
retiring on June 30th, he will still be
around the District for a little while.
He has also already had offers to be
a consultant for other districts and is
considering them as well as an offer
from his son, Casey to go into busi-
ness with him. The endeavor Mr.
Roden spoke of, with much enthusi-
asm, is returning to the classroom as
a volunteer— hopefully helping to

teach HS Math.

We wish Peter a long and
healthy retirement and thank him
for the years he invested here in
Valley Central.

~ Patti Lunden,
Editor
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Reflections on a Master Teacher—Kathleen Takvam Retires

hen Kathleen and |
first started teaching
in the ‘70’s, we were
young, inexperi-
enced and exited, with long flip
hair-dos, short skirts and slim legs.
Those were the days! When we
first met the parents of our students,
they were, of course, older than we
were. Then, as the years went by,
the parents of our kids were the
same age as we were. More years
went by and suddenly the parents
started looking like the kids! Some-
how we believed getting older was
something that happened to every-
body else and we were immune!
But getting older has its perks, wis-
dom and retirement. And we honor
Kathleen Takvam as she steps into
this new exciting phase of her life.

“Whoever first coined the
phrase, ‘you’re the wind beneath
my wings’ most assuredly was re-
flecting on the sublime influence of
a very special teacher.” Frank
Trujillo, with these words could
have been describing Kathleen Tak-
vam, who is and always has been a
very special teacher. And teaching
wasn’t Kathleen’s original goal.
She left FIT with a degree in fash-
ion design; there are hundreds of
students who have benefited from
this career change.

Kathleen joined the Valley
Central family in 1975. We became
friends five years later when she
was teaching second grade at East
Coldenham School across the hall
from my first grade class. | liked
her right away; she was out going,
friendly, liked to laugh, and I could
see how she created an atmosphere
of excitement in her classroom.

During Kathleen’s 28
years of teaching at Valley Central,
she has also taught kindergarten,
fifth, sixth, and fourth grades, at
Berea, the Middle School, and
Montgomery Elementary, bringing

out the very best in the children that
were her charges, regardless of their
age and level. This is a very special
gift that Kathleen has. She encour-
ages children to feel good about
themselves, and as a
result, they develop
self-confidence and are
better motivated to
achieve, and they are

better equipped to face
the day to day chal- 1
27

0'\

lenges that come along.

In other world
of her classroom, Kath-
leen models for “her”
children how to be with
each other. The empathy she has
for her students and the kind and
sensitive way she interacts with
them, fosters a spirit of cooperation
and respect, which can be seen in
the way they treat each other. One
of the positive approaches to disci-
pline Kathleen uses is classroom
meetings, which she has enthusiasti-
cally shared with many of her fel-
low teachers. In Kathleen’s class
meetings, children learn that
through brainstorming and talking
things out, peaceful solutions can be
found to disputes and problems that
come up. Through her role model-
ing and classroom meetings, the
children in Kathleen’s class learn
self-responsibility and the tools to
solve problems with each other: life
skills.

Kathleen is sensitive to the
special needs of each child. This
gift, along with her gentleness and
her out-going, vivacious personal-
ity, and the encouragement she con-
tinually offers, makes each child
feel he is special and important.
Many of her former students still
keep in touch with her.

Kathleen’s classroom is a
fun place to be. She is creative and
skillful and integrates the various
subjects in the grade 4 curriculum.

Children use a variety of manipula-
tives, writing activities, and art pro-
jects to learn math, social studies
and science. She is renowned for
her food parties to culminate many
~ of the novels the

K class reads.

(Unfortunately, 1
© missed the choco-
late party last year
after the class read
The Chocolate

Q) Touch!)
J And there is always

a fun craft activity
I’ to work on that

Kathleen sets up in
the back of the room for those who
finish their work, whether it be a
holiday theme or a mobile that will
hang from the ceiling.

For years, Kathleen has
offered a very popular jazz recess
option for fourth and fifth graders.
Children explore movement as a
group and practice dance routines to
popular tunes, and in jazzy cos-
tumes! The jazz groups have per-
formed for the school, and at the
Montgomery nursing home. On her
own time, Kathleen has taken her
jazz group to dance at the mall and
has taken her class to professional
dance performance at various thea-
ters. And of course, there is always
a stop for ice cream afterwards!
Kathleen has also taken her class to
swim at the high school and roller
skating at a local rink.

Last year, Mrs. Takvam’s
class was invited up to the state
capitol and given a special private
tour of the governor’s mansion.
They were honored for the original
red, white and blue angel ornaments
they made, all hanging on Governor
Pataki’s holiday tree, each angel’s
face was a photo representing a hero
from this area who lost his or her
life during the September 11th trag-
edy.
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Berea will miss Allan Takvam

Ilan Takvam is retiring

this year from a teaching

career of twenty seven

years at Valley Central.
Allan was born in Brooklyn and
moved to Montgomery when he
was in the fifth grade. He gradu-
ated from Valley Central and re-
turned to the City to attend Brook-
lyn College. He transferred to
Mount Saint Mary College to com-
plete his Bachelor’s degree and
earned his Master’s degree at New
Paltz.

Allan’s teaching career
began at our middle school in 1976.
After nine years there, he trans-
ferred to Berea where he has taught
second grade through fifth grade.
He is finishing his career at the
fourth grade level. Allan has been
president of the Scholarship Coun-
cil and a building representative to
the VCTA.

Allan’s students have
greatly benefited from his dedica-

tion to our profession.
His patience, under-
standing, creativity
and knowledge was
evident in every les-
son he taught. His
sense of humor was
appreciated and en-
joyed by his students
and made his class-

_ sonville, North
~ Carolina. Allan is

His col-
room a place where : leagues at Berea
his students wanted to | wish him a re-

be.

.

- warding retire-
 ment filled with

© contentment, re-

~ laxation and good

- health.

Allan’s col-
leagues appreciate B
him for always having =~
time to share hisre- 1. /)
sources and ideas.
His wonderful sense of humor
added laughter to our school days
and often came just when we
needed it.

Allan and his wife, Kath-
leen, will be living in Longboat
Key, Florida during the winter
months and spending the summer

S
e
emi s

: .

~ Sara Ackerson,
Berea Elementary School

Reflections on a Master Teacher—Kathleen Takvam Retires (continued from page 7)

Kathleen’s class was in the newspa-
per again this year, winning an es-
say contest on “ an ice cream mo-
ment.” A representative from Edy’s
ice cream visited the class giving
lessons on ice cream tasting tasting
with plenty of samples! | know if |
were 9 years old, | would choose to
be in Mrs. Takvam’s class!

Kathleen has had a long
and successful teaching career, en-
riching children’s lives and inspir-
ing her colleagues with her amazing
energy and enthusiasm. | know
every time | walked into her room |
learned something.

So we honor you today,
Kathleen, for all you have accom-
plished, and share with you the ex-
citement as a new phase of your life
begins. We wish you, Kathy and

Allan, much happiness relaxing in
Longboat Key, Florida and hiking
in the mountains of North Carolina

We hope you remember us fondly,
as we will remember you.

~ Janet Sharp
Retiree,
Montgomery Elementary School
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The VCTA congratulates all of Valley Central’s
soon-to-be newly retired:
Jan Borland, Rod Clune, Pat Darney,
Patty Depew, Ralph Depew,
Connie DeSantis, Bob Klein, Nancy Schmidt,

Allan Takvam and Kathleen Takvam.

The 21st Annual VC Retiree Luncheon

(for all District retirees) :

Will be held on Wednesday, September 3rd at the
Crossroads Restaurant
on the corner of Rtes. 208 and 17K.
Come and raise a glass to the yellow school buses !

Contact VCTA Retiree Representative Kevin McFadden
for more information!
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Advertising Section
These ads will be seen by over 750 members of the VC Educational Community and their households. If you would

like to advertise in the next issue of the VC ECHOES, contact Patti Lunden, 457-5899 for rates.

“If I had a child who wanted to be a teacher, | would Introducing
bid him Godspeed as if he were going to a war. A Once in A Lifetime Offer

For the war against prejudice, greed and ignorance

Is eternal, and those who dedicate themselves to it
give their lives no less because @W @W @ @

they may live to see some fraction of the battle won.”

o
w, UpBAH s

(914) 344-5511

FORMULA

MOTORWORKS nc®
Stop by today and put yourself in a new
car at this amazingly low figure!

Service and Accessories for

Honda & Acura
Automobiles m

RD 10 Box 345 Rte. 17M (1/4 mile east of Rie. 302) Middletown, NY 10940 V ll

Limited Time Offer!

192 Hill Avenue skramer275@aol.com Ce nt ral

Montgomery, NY 12549 TOP PERFORMANCE CLUSTER
Phone: 845.778.1856 FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
17 Walnut Street

I ered Montgomery, NY 12549

Kristi A. Kramer (845) 457-5592/457-5862
Independent Future Sales Director e FAX: (845) 457-3197
HOURS: 8 AM—5 PM

(M-The)
FRIDAY until 5:30 PM

“ Where people are worth more
than money.”

THE KITCHEN STORE THAT COMES TO YOUR DOOR'




VC ECHOES PAGE 11

Advertising Section
These ads will be seen by over 750 members of the VC Educational Community and their households. If you would

like to advertise in the next issue of the VC ECHOES, contact Patti Lunden, 457-5899 for rates.

SAVE You help give others a bright future.
up to 30% Do the same for yourself.

on these National

Hotel B ds! With a 403(b) plan, money is taken out of your paycheck before taxes and
otel Brands!

deposited directly into a tax-deferred account.

That makes it a convenient and worry-free way to help make sure your retirement is
. ATV veiacibions roictie everything you want it to be. Call your local American Express financial advisor
% discounts up to 30% off today and learn more about how a 403(b) plan can help you do more.

THE BENEFITS  'Ol¢S u.'r more than 4,.000
OF BELONGING hotels in North America.

Call the toll-free numbers DaVld J. MaZZGttI & Edward Hayde
listed :F.;lo;:«u:nd mebmio"' Personal Financial Advisors
our member o
‘:’D number: 20952, 21 Old Main Street
FISthll, NY 12524 Complimentary Retirement Kits
' : (845) 896-7520 Available!

1-800-996-2087 1-800-268-2195 1-800-769-0939  1-800-682-1071

[RAMADA [l Travelodge

1-800-462-8035  1-B00-545-5545  1-888-821-5779 1-877-202-8814 American Express Financial Advisors, Inc. Member NASD.American Express Company is separate from
: ; American Express Financial Advisors, Inc. and is not a broker-dealer. © 1998-2000 American Express Finan-
Advance reservafions required. Blockout dotes may apply. . H .
Discounts can not be used with other programs. cial Corporation. All rights reserved.

Home Office $500

Contemporary camel
partners’ desk 60x30
Two upholstered camel chairs.
Matching Bookcases
36 x30 & 37 x 80
4 drawer file cabinet

Sports and Work Injuries
Neck and Lower Back Pain
* Headaches

Shoulder and Arm Pain
Muscle Spasms

Pinched Nerves

Glass Dining Table

with 6 chairs $500
72x42
with taupe & cream metal base

Textured cream scotch-guarded CALL TODAY 561 '431 1

chairs

All in excellent condition 516 Union Avenue New Windsor

Kathleen Takvam
457-3478




putting chiloren 4 center

VECiA

There are no greater advocates
for children and education
than teachers and teacher unions.

Valley Central Teachers’ Association
1175 Rte. 17K
Montgomery, NY 12549
Tel./Fax: (845) 457-5899

President, Timothy Brown (HS)
Vice President, Jay Sussdorff (HS)
Vice President, Richard Steger (Walden)
Secretary, Laurie Hey (MS)
Treasurer, John Bonagura (EC)

Building Representatives

Berea: Carol DeMicco, Sara Ackerson,

Robin Sinclair-Scott, Joanne Daniels
Maybrook: Donna Lloyd, Linda Siegel
East Coldenham: Holly Bacon, Beth Como
Walden: Patty Joy, Randy Sutter,

Kathy Bordone, Barbara Wutch
Montgomery: Toni Sperry, Chris Brand
MS: Mary Bleau, Mary Goldberg, Dana DeMasi

Marc Sperry, Joe Collins , Mike Steele

HS: Heather Ford, Peter Meisel, Glenn Eckert,
Joe Fracalossi, Jean McMahon, Bob Jurgens

Secretarial Representative: Lucy Fox (HS)
Paraprofessional Representative: Kathy Lennon (W)

VC ECHOES Editor
Patricia Lunden, (HS)

NYSUT
www.nysut.org
AT
www. aft. Org
AFL-CI0
www.aflcio.org
Mid— Hudson Teacher Center :
(845) 255-2885
http://www.mhtc.dcboces.org
Employee Assistance Program
1-800-962-7487

Visit us on the Web!

www.vcta.net

The VC Echoes is the official
publication of the Valley Central
Teacher’s Association — Local 3076
and is published regularly throughout
the school year.

Article contributions or Letters to the
Editor for the next issue should be
sent to Patricia Lunden , HS, by
June 6, 2003.

Any articles submitted to the VC
Echoes will also be posted on the
VCTA Web page.

Retiree Class of 2002

AL

at your Back.

May the Road rise to

Meet You.
May the Wind be Always

May the Sun shine Warm upon

your Face.

The Rains Fall Soft upon your

On Retirement: A Reflection

“Consider the re-
spect you owe your
students, for the
more you respect
them the more you
love them, and the
more you love them
the greater care you
will have for them.
Then it will be im-
possible for you not
to have them all
graven in your hearts
night and day, each
one individually...
forever.”

“First Counsel,” An-
gela Merici

hat

greater gift can be

bestowed upon a re-
tiring teacher than

the knowledge that,
through love and re-
spect, young people
have been cared for

individually? The
retiring teacher car-
ries this realization
forever, not as a
monument in bronze
or stone which are
fleeting , but as a
graven image in his
or her heart—a gift
eternal.

There is also
a flip side to this.
Just as the “true”
teacher retains these
memories of students
past, so do the stu-
dents retain the mem-
ory of a teacher who
treated them not as
numbers, but as
Mary or John or Pete
or Sally. A given
lesson might be for-
gotten, but the per-
sonal care by the true
teacher will remain
forever.

As you leave
the hurly-burly of

everyday teaching
life with its stress
and sweat, its conso-
lation and desolation,
may the recollection
of having made a dif-
ference usher you
into this new and
glorious time of your
life.

Welcome to
the ranks of the retir-
ees!

~ Kevin McFadden,
Retiree Rep.



